[Long-term, complete remission in non-Hodgkin's lymphoma following high-dosage combination therapy with or without autologous bone marrow transplantation].
22 patients with malignant non-Hodgkin lymphoma resistant to conventional chemotherapy were treated with high-dose combination chemotherapy followed in the first 12 patients by infusion of their cryopreserved autologous bone marrow. The next 10 patients received chemotherapy alone. Four patients died shortly after chemotherapy. Four patients remain in unmaintained remission 40, 30, 20 and 8 months after treatment. Patients receiving cryopreserved marrow recovered leukocyte, granulocyte and platelet function significantly faster and had significantly fewer febrile days than did controls. These findings demonstrate that high dose combination chemotherapy may benefit some patients unresponsive to conventional chemotherapy, and that cryopreserved bone marrow can speed hematopoetic recovery and be of clinical benefit to the patient.